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1AD PAO  
BAGHDAD, Iraq – U.S. Soldiers conducting military operations 
in a foreign land have dozens of concerns - equipment checks, 
keeping their buddies safe, watch the street, watch the rooftops, 
shoot, move, communicate, how much ammo they are carrying.  

The last thing they need to think about is if their 
promotion paperwork has been squared away. 

The 1st Armored Division’s 55th Personnel Support 
Battalion is a vital cog in the U.S. Army’s war-fighting, 
peacekeeping machine. The PSB plays a behind-the-scenes 
role taking care of soldiers and their families so soldiers focus 
on and do their jobs. 

There are many services provided by the 55th, and 
each one is important to soldier development and well-being. 

“We make ID cards, ID tags, do updates for enlisted 
and officer records, casualty records, reassignment orders, levy 
briefings, promotions, and in and out processing,” said Capt. 
Kevin Cline, officer in charge of personnel service support for 
the 55th PSB. “Not to mention mail.” 

The 55th PSB is not, however, the type of unit that is 
satisfied with sitting in the rear, making it difficult for soldiers to 
have access to their services, Cline said. 

 “The main focus for the 55th PSB is to provide all our 
services out front with the trigger pullers, which is in line with 
our commander, Lt. Col. Brenda Andrew’s, intent,” Cline said.  
“We have Forward Area Support Teams (FASTs) out with the 
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Brigade Combat Teams and at LSA 
Dogwood providing the same services as we do here at our 
headquarters at BIAP (Baghdad International Airport).” 

In addition to the FAST teams and headquarters 
operations with deployed troops in Iraq, 55th PSB never misses 
a beat in Germany, where the unit is spread across eight 
military installations, Cline said. 

Passports and ID cards for eligible family members are 
a major responsibility of the unit, as well as getting 
reassignment orders to family members in a timely manner, he 
said. 

The FAST field personnel soldiers work with soldiers 
at locations where military operations are being carried out, said 
1st Lt. Allison Morgan, FAST team commander for LSA 
Dogwood. They take pride in providing the same services as 
soldiers would receive at home or at the division headquarters,  

 “I like working with soldiers, being able to satisfy them 
and get them the things they need,” she continued. “Getting 
those forms completed and being able to move out confidently 
is a big morale booster for most people, and I like being able to 
help.” 

“We try to work directly with battalion S1 (Personnel 
staff) and PAC (Personnel Action Centers) so all personnel 
actions are transparent to the soldiers,” Morgan said.  
 “We take care of soldiers so they can focus on combat 
operations and do their job.”  

 

 

 
Spc. Lavonda Hartsfield, a reassignments clerk with 55th 

PSB at BIAP, processes permanent change of station (PCS) 
forms and conducts briefings for soldiers being reassigned from 
BIAP to a new duty station. 

 “I am able to help soldiers get moving on orders 
quicker,” she said. “If I weren’t doing my job, soldiers would not 
know when to start leave forms, how or when to get their orders or 
when to show up for schools.” 

Hartsfield said the satisfaction in a personnel support 
position can come from different areas. 

The behind-the-scenes nature of 55th PSB prevents 
them from drawing the same kind of glamorous command or 
media attention than other units in the Old Ironsides Division, “but 
that is the name of the game,” Cline said. 

 

 
A Smart Tip from 1AD Safety 

 
SPEEDING MAY BECOME NECESSARY IN A HOSTILE 

SITUATION HOWEVER, IT CAN BECOME THE ENEMY IN 
EVERY DAY DRIVING!  

 
 
THE FOLLOWING SPEED LIMITS WILL BE OBEYED 
UNLESS IN AN EMERGENCY SITUATION.  
• SPEED LIMIT ON LOCAL HIGHWAYS -  50 MPH 
• SPEED LIMIT ON DOWNTOWN STREETS - 30 MPH 
• SPEED LIMIT ON FOB PERIMETER ROADS  - 30 MPH 
• SPEED LIMIT NEAR FOB OFFICES OR LSAs  - 10 MPH 
• SPEED LIMIT WHEN PASSING TROOPS  - 10 MPH 

 

Behind the Scenes:  55th PSB Takes Care of 1AD 

 
 
Spc. Lavonda Hartsfield, a reassignments clerk with 
55th Personnel Service Battalion, checks on the 
database at her workstation.  Hartsfield’s 
responsibilities at her unit include processing PCS 
paperwork and conducting Levy briefs for outgoing 
soldiers. 

 



 

NEWS 
Russian Hospital Blast Kills 20 
ROSTOV-ON-DON, Russia (AP) - A vehicle exploded 
outside a Russian military hospital near Chechnya on 
Friday, destroying the building and leaving several 
people dead and wounded, officials said. The Interfax 
news agency reported that at least 20 people were 
killed. At least 100 people were inside the military 
hospital in the town of Mozdok in the North Ossetia 
region when the blast occurred, said Boris Dzgoyev, 
the regional Emergency Situations Minister. 

N. Korea OKs Multilateral Nuclear Talks 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) - North Korea said Friday it 
has agreed to multilateral talks on its suspected nuclear 
weapons programs but will push for one-on-one talks 
with the United States during the proposed 
negotiations. The administration of U.S. President 
George W. Bush welcomed that agreement and said it 
was open to direct talks between Washington and 
Pyongyang as part of that process. 

No Anthrax Found in Maryland Pond  
WASHINGTON (AP) - No traces of anthrax were found 
in tests of soil samples taken from a Maryland pond 
drained in June by the FBI, law enforcement officials 
said Friday. Authorities found a gun, a bicycle, fishing 
lures and "a lot of junk, but nothing of an evidentiary 
nature in the anthrax case," said one official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. Officials have not 
determined whether the gun might be linked to some 
other unsolved crime. 
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SPORTS 
Michigan Player Charged With Assault 
ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) - Michigan defensive 
back Marlin Jackson, the preseason Big Ten 
defensive player of the year, has been charged 
with felonious assault and aggravated assault, a 
prosecutor said. The warrant was filed Thursday 
afternoon in Washtenaw County Court, first 
assistant prosecutor Konrad Siller said Friday. An 
arrangement has not been scheduled. 
 

Oddly Enough: 
 

New Law Allows Drunks to Vote  
OSLO (Reuters) - It will be two pints of lager and a 
ballot, please, in Norway this year after a change 
in the law allowing voters to get drunk and then go 
out to vote. "The election board can no longer 
refuse anyone to vote because they are 
intoxicated," an adviser at the Local Government 
Ministry said Thursday. Until now, Norway's 
election law has denied entry to polling stations 
anyone with "seriously impaired judgment" or 
"reduced consciousness" from booze, but that law 
has been scrapped, adviser Steinar Dalbakk told 
the Bladet Tromsoe newspaper. But Norwegians 
will have to sober up again for the 2005 general 
elections. Politicians -- possibly fearing the effects 
of a political hangover -- have re-enacted the law 
banning drunken voting. The new law will however 
not take effect until after September's local 
government polls. 

Chaplain’s thought for the day:  
If He Did His Best It Would Be Finished 

       
While touring Italy, a man visited a 

cathedral that had been completed on the outside 
only. Once inside, the traveler found an artist 
kneeling before an enormous wall upon which he 
had just begun to create a mosaic. On some 
tables nearby were thousands of pieces of colored 
ceramic. Curious, the visitor asked the artist how 
he would ever finish such a large project. The 
artist answered that he knew how much he could 
accomplish in one day. Each morning, he marked 
off an area to be completed that day and didn’t 
worry about what remained outside that space. 
That was the best he could do; and if he faithfully 
did his best, one day the mosaic would be 
finished. 
 
“He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in 
much.” Luke 16:10 

 

On This Day In History: 
August 2nd 1924 

 
Novelist, essayist, and playwright James Baldwin 
was born on August 2, 1924, in New York City. 
His first and most critically acclaimed novel, Go 
Tell It on the Mountain (1953), was inspired by 
his experiences while growing up poverty-
stricken in Harlem. An active participant in the 
civil rights movement in the 1950s, during this 
time he created some of his most famous work, 
including the essay collection Notes of a Native 
Son (1955) and the novel Giovanni's Room  
(1956). His work Nobody Knows My Name  
(1961) deals more explicitly with the subject of 
race relations in the United States. Baldwin lived 
in later years in both the U.S. and France, where 
he died in 1987. 


